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EXT to the Name Chriſtian, I think there is ſcarce a more ho- 
nourable Name than that of Proteſt ant, when it is made uſe of to 
ſignify ſuch Perſons, as whilſt they proteſt againſt the Errors 
and Corruptians of the Church of Rome,” do alſo take care to ſe- 
cure Sound Principles and truly Religions Pr attices amongſt them- 
oF” ſelyes: But by reaſon of the Reputation of the Name, ſo many have 
youred to ſhelter themſelyes under it, that though 1 do not think the Ir, 
yoteſtant is loſt, yet h2 is much obſcur'd, and it may be fomewhat a difficult 
hing to ſingle him out amongſt ſuch Multitudes of Pretenders. For we have Fro- 
elan Prevbyterians, Proteſt ant Independents, Proteſtant All nariet, Proteſtant A- 

apriſto, Proteſtant Quabers, and ( with all ſhame be it ſpoken.) Frotiſt ant A- 
theiſts, There are ſuch various and different Sets and Parties of Men, not only 
ay Claim to this Title, but (which is more) cven while they are a Shame to 
it, reap the Benefit of it, that ſhould any per ſon attempt to frame a Definition of a 
Proteſtant in ſuch a Latitude as ſhould comprehend all theſe ſorts of Perſons, and 
yet ſo diſtinguiſh: them by their ſeveral Tenets and Uſages, as to exclude others 
from any Share or Intereſt in That title, ( that it might not be ſaid, that every _ || 
thing is a Proteſtant, that is not a Papiſt) I verily think it would be ſuch a 
monſtrousComplication of Abſurdities and Inconſiſtencies, as were ſcarce ever put 
together fince Adam; Which makes me wonder how it could enter into ſome 
Nas heads to imagine, that an Act of Comprehenſion ſhonld keep the Peace 
amongſt ſuch fur ious wild Cattle, thus jumbled all together. For unleſs you 
have a mind, that they ſhould tear out one 2ncthers Throats, certainly it were 
the'beſt way to keep them aſunder, and not let them looſe-one among ano- 
her. 
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gut though theſe reſtleſs Crowds of bold Pretenders have almoſt joſtled the 
Rial Proteſtant out of both his Name and Right, yet certainly ſuch a one there 
was and is; and whether you conſider the Antiquity of his Claim, or his Pi in- 
ciples and Deportment, I doubt not but the 7: ve Church-of- England. Man may 
ſtand the Suit againſt them all for the Title, and carry the Cauſe from them in 
any Court whatſoever, where Juſtice is to be had. But itil] the Difficulty returns; 
tor as the Caſe now ſtands, it is become a Qneſtion, and no ſmall Quarrels are 
raiſed about it, who is this True Church- of- England Man? There is ſuch a Pother 
and Stir about High Church, and Low-Church, and No Church, That too many 
are at a loſs, to know which or what is, the True Church; and perſons of ſuch 
different Complexions call themſelves Church-of- England Men, that which or who 
is truly ſo, is not to many Perſons very eaſily diſcernable. Now though many 
rſons are miſtaken in him, yet he is, a very Honeſt, I ious, Good Man, and there» 
ore I am unwilling to ſend a Hue and Cry after him. But nevertheleſs, I will 
adventure to give you ſuch a Character of him, that if you ſhould ſtumble on 
him, you may certainly know him; but then do not make this Advantage of it, 
as to do him any Harm, For if you do, you will be much to blame, But 
becauſe there is ſome ill Company, which is very apt to hang on him, that J 
may diſcharge and diſtinguiſh him from ſuch, I will firſt tell you, what he is 
not. : | $ 


And 1f. He is no Rebel. He is equally a faithful Subjeft in good and bad Times, 


and adheres to his Prince, not for his Fortune but his Cauſe. He heartily wiſhes 
and prays, that all Xings may be Good, and that the People may be ſo too, that 
among ſuch Subjects Kings might be aſhamed to be bad; and that God might 
give them good Kings as a Bleſſing. But if at any time a Prince be bad, he 
thinks that could hardly be without ill perſons of his own Subjects contribut- 
ing to it, and then looks upon it as a Curſe and Judgment of God upon a Na- 
tion for their Sins, which ought patiently to be born, till upon their Repen- 
tance and Amendment, God ſhall redreſs it; And in the mean time more ſtrictl 
examines himſelf and his Actions, and takes Care to perſorm his Duty wit 
greater Exactneſs, and to ſet a good Example to others. He thinks it not fit to 
cenſure many of his Prince's Actions, which at firſt view may not look ver 
Plaufibly, becauſe he doth not know the Reaſon of them: And ſeeing the be 


ings, he thinks we ought to make ſuitable Allowances, and to them more 
than to other Men, by reaſon of the variety and trength of Temptations, which 
in their Station they are more ſubject to than others; Their groſſer Failings he 
bewailes, but hath ſuch an utter Abhorrence of all 4/aſſinarors and Plotters, that 
ke thinks the old Women more Commendable, who prayed for Nero's Life, when 
almoſt all Men carsd him, though ſhe did it for this Reaſon, that ſhe feared, 
mat if he Died, the Devil would come in his Room; becauſe ſhe thought a 
worſe could not. For Rebellion is the Devil and All, and brings all his Works along 
with it. For then Hel is broke looſe, and all places are fill'd with Confuſion 
and Violence. K pes, Murders, Robberics, Spoils and Deſolations are cantinually 
p-rpetrating, and every where ſeen or heard of; all Pity and even Natural 
Alcon is baniſhed Men's Breaſts, tie neareſt Relations become molt bitter E- 
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of Kings are but Men, and conſequently not without their Infirmities and Fail- . 
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and Joſt in all his Dealings towards all ſorts of Men, not daring in any 
Thing to go beyond or Defraud his Brother; ard if at any time he be 
more than ordinarily Careful, that his Actions may not carry the leaſt 


Colour of Injuſtice, it is when hg hath to do with his Enemies, that ſo he may 


not give them any Occalion to Balſpheme, and that the Cauſe of the Righte- 
ous may not Suffer by his ill Dealing or Imprudence. Truth accompanies his 
Words, as well as Juſtice his Deeds, and he thinks it better to have had no. 
Tongue to ſpeak, than not to ſpeak Ju; Lying he looks on as one of 
the Fyuleſt and Baſeſt of Crimes, as being that which fruſtrates the very end 
of Speech, and is the Bane of all Converſation and Commerce among Men. 
But as for an Qath, it is ſo tremendous a Thing, that he heartily Wiſheth, 
That all Men were ſo Juſt in their Actions and ſo Verac ions in their Words, 
that (all Suſpicion of Fraud or Falſhood being taken away) there might be 
no Occaſion to Impoſe any. To Swear to any Thing that is either Fiſe or 
Wicked, and at the ſame time to call upon God, not only to be a Witneſs of 
the Truth or Righteouſneſs of what he Sweareth, but to be a Kevenger of it 
in the ſevereſt Manner, if it be otherwiſe, is ſuch a Mockery and front of 
the Omniſcience, Power and Juſtice of the Divine Majeſty, that a greater Pro- 
yocation cannot be given Him to Vidicate His own Honour by the moſt dread- 
ful Vengeance upon ſuch Daring Profligate Wretches, All Reverence towards 
God, all Security to Man he thinks muſt neceſſarily fail, when Men can 
play Faſt and Looſe with Oaths, and neither Regard what they Swear, nor 
how far they are Obliged to keep it. Nothing therefore can prevail with 
him to Swear to what is cither Falſe or Vnjuft; but he will run the hazard 
of enduring the »tmoſ# Severity from Man, rather than fall under the Ven- 


geance of God: Nay if the Matter be only Doubtful, he dares. not make Oath 


of it, but looks on that Man as little better than Perjured, who, will Ad- 
venture to.Swear to that, which for any thing he knows, may be Falſe ; and 
yet as Cautious as he is, he is not unwilling to give the Satisfaction of an 
Oath, when he can do it according to God's Command, in Truth, in Judg- 
ment, and in Righteouſneſs. | 
If any Man ſpeak ill of him, he is more ſorry for them than himſelf, for 
unjuſt Reproaches are the Crime, and will be the Harm of the Slanderer ; and 
though he is Tender of his Reputation, as thinking that Man can ſcarce be 
truly in Love with Goodneſs, who is ſo Regardleſs of his Good Name, that he 
would be thought Evil; yet he is Proof againſt Scandals, provided he do not 
deſerve them, as knowing that the fricteſt Integrity is often made the Sub- 
ject of ſome Mens obloquy, and that it is one part of the Chriſtian's portion 
to paſs through evil Reports as well as Good. But after all he readily AC- 
knowledge's himſelf to be a Man of Infirmities and Failings : As for his Infir- 
mities he hopes others will allow him them as the inherent Imperie&tions of 
2'] Mankind; as for his Fai/ings he will not allow himſelf in them. For 
though be hath Charity enough to cover a multitude of Faults in others yet 
he doth not eaſi forgive himſelf in the leaſt Miſcarriage; but if i be 
towards his Neighbour, he thinks himſelf bound not only to Corfeſs _ be 
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